School-Parent Compact

Cleveland Elementary
2011-2012
Cleveland Elementary (which is a Schoolwide Title I school) and the parents of the students participating in activities, services, and programs funded by Title I agree that this compact outlines how they will share the responsibility for improved student academic achievement and the means by which the school and parents will build and develop a partnership that will help children achieve the State’s high standards.

This school-parent compact is in effect during the 2011-2012 school year.

Required School-Parent Compact Provisions:

School Responsibilities:

Cleveland Elementary will:

1. Provide high-quality curriculum and instruction in a supportive and effective learning environment that enables the participating children to meet the State’s student academic achievement standards as follows:

· Cleveland Elementary implements the academic standards set by the Virginia Department of Education.  These Standards of Learning provide the foundation for the curriculum used in all grades and subject areas.  The Curriculum Framework, available on the department’s website, defines the content knowledge, skills, and understandings that are measured by the Standards of Learning tests.  Standards of Learning Test Blueprints, also available on the website, serve as guides to teachers, parents, and students for test preparation.  PALS (Phonological Awareness and Literacy Screening) is the state-provided screening tool for Virginia’s Early Intervention Reading Initiative.

· Curriculum Mapping/Pacing Guides, which were developed by our county and which are aligned with the Standards of Learning, help teachers plan instruction for the year in order to cover necessary material.  These guides help coordinate teaching efforts districtwide and ensure consistency in instruction.

· The Accelerated Reader Program is an important component of the language arts curriculum at Cleveland.  Students choose books at their appropriate reading levels and read them at their own pace.  The students take online quizzes on the books they read.  Teachers receive immediate feedback on the reading and vocabulary progress of each student. 

· The 21st Century After-School Program improves student academic achievement.  The program provides enrichment activities that reinforce and complement the school’s academic program.

· Standards of Learning test data is disaggregated and analyzed to evaluate student progress and provide information needed to maximize student learning.

· An extensive network of community resources is active to support and enhance the curriculum, such as the Cleveland Elementary PTO, the Volunteer Program, and the After-School Program.
· A Parent Resource Center is provided in the school library where parents may check out materials which aid the learning process.
· Research-based instruction at Cleveland is aligned with the mission of the school.  Instructional strategies, which are aimed at developing higher order thinking skills, are developed and adjusted based on assessment results—Standards of Learning tests, Interactive Achievement, and PALS.  Cleveland employs a variety of learning activities and programs to ensure individual students success—Gifted Program, After-School Program, technology-rich lessons, etc. 

· Assessment data (Standards of Learning tests and PALS) is disaggregated to analyze student performance by subgroups and specific Standards of Learning skills.  Individual and school scores are compared with local, state, and national group performance.  Individual student reports are sent to the student’s parents or guardians.  Assessment data is used by the school improvement team to identify areas needing improvement.
2. Hold parent-teacher conferences (at least annually in elementary schools) during which this compact will be presented.  Parent-Teachers conferences will be held as follows:

· Open House will be scheduled after the end of the first six weeks.

· The Parent-Teacher Organization will meet the second Tuesday of each month.  Teacher and parents will have the opportunity to meet before or after the meeting to discuss student progress and concerns.

· Other parent-teacher conferences will be scheduled as needed.

· Parents have the opportunity to meet with teachers during Orientation before school starts in August.
3. Provide parents with frequent reports on their child’s progress.  Specifically, the school will provide reports as follows:

· Mid-six weeks academic progress reports for students in upper grade levels 

· Progress reports for all students in grades K-7 will be sent home at the end of each six weeks.

· Teachers will communicate with parents as needed through phone calls or face-to-face conversations.

4. Provide parents reasonable access to staff.  Specifically, staff will be available for consultation with parents as follows:

· Before and after school during each school day, as arranged by the teacher and parents (phone calls, face-to-face meetings)

· During the teacher’s planning period, as needed

· Before or after monthly PTO meetings on the second Tuesday of each month

5. Provide parents opportunities to volunteer and participate in their child’s class, and to observe classroom activities, as follows:

· Working with students during classroom activities

· Reading to or listening to students as they read

· PTO sponsored student events

· Participation in the Volunteer Program 
· Field Trip activities
Parent Responsibilities:

We, as parents, will support our child’s learning in the following ways:

· Monitoring attendance

· Making sure that homework is completed

· Monitoring amount of television my child watches

· Monitoring amount of video games my child plays

· Monitoring the quantity and quality of my child’s Internet use

· Volunteering in my child’s classroom or in the school
· Accessing, as needed, the books and materials available in the Parent Resource Center in the school library
· Participating, as appropriate, in decisions relating to my children’s education

· Promoting positive use of my child’s extracurricular time

· Staying informed about my child’s education and communicating with the school by promptly reading all notices from the school or the school district either received by my child or by mail and responding, as appropriate.

· Serving, to the extent possible, with policy advisory groups by attending PTO meetings and other parental involvement activities scheduled.
· Setting a positive, diligent example of work ethics

· Providing a safe, healthy, clean living environment
